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While investments can be a great way of making 
money, it can also lead to people losing their life 
savings. Criminals will persuade you to invest in 
products offering high rates of return that do not 
exist. Fraudulent companies are likely to have genuine 
looking websites and glossy marketing materials 
to cover up their illegal activities. They can even 
be registered at Companies House at a prestigious 
address. Fraudulent investments can often yield a small 
initial return as an incentive to invest larger amounts of 
money, but then contact with the fraudster is lost along 
with your investment funds.

If you have been the victim of a scam or fraud, please report 
it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or at www.actionfraud.
police.uk  Contact your bank immediately if you think you 
may have lost money.

How to protect yourself

Never be pressured into making a quick decision on any 
investment.

Seek genuine, independent financial advice before 
committing to an investment.

Remember genuine investment companies will not cold call 
you.

The Financial Conduct Authority has a register of authorised 
firms and individuals plus a warning list of firms to avoid.  
https://register.fca.org.uk


